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CABINET REPORT

To:  Chair, Ladies and Gentlemen

Public Open Space, Woodlands Avenue, Treharris

1.0 SUMMARY OF THE REPORT

1.1 On 5th August 2018 a petition was handed in to the council requesting that the field at 
the end of Woodlands Avenue Treharris be retained as a play area/kick-about area.

2.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

2.1 Cabinet are asked to endorse the following recommendation :-
            Option 4.4 That the council partly funds reinstatement of the area providing the 

community take responsibility for the area by way of lease or licence and that 
external funding can be secured.

3.0 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

3.1 A small area of land to the North of Woodlands Avenue in Treharris once provided 
allotment plots to the community.  The area had not been used as allotments for 
some time and around 2005 the local residents enquired if they could turn the area 
into a small kick about area.  

3.2 This request was granted and the residents funded the maintenance and the 
purchase of mini goal posts via fund raising and grants.  In 2010 the community 
group folded and a request was made to the council to take back the responsibility of 
maintenance.  At the time council officers considered the request but declined to 
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maintain the area as a formal kick about area. This was due to concerns about the 
surface, lack of fencing and close proximity to the river.

3.3 The council does not recognise the area as an official play area and it hasn’t been 
maintained as such since 2010.  However, residents have been maintaining it 
themselves to allow informal games to take place there.  This has continued on the 
area since 2010 but recently tensions between users and the residents of number 60 
(closest property to the kick about area) have arisen due to balls being kicked over 
the garden fence.  It is also alleged that some anti-social behaviour has taken place 
between the users and the residents of number 60.

3.4 In June 2018 officers from Parks and the estates department met with residents of 
number 60 to establish what the issues were.  Discussions also took place with other 
residents within Woodlands Avenue to try and develop a balanced view of the 
tensions within the community.

3.5 On the 5th August 2018 the council received a petition from local residents in favour 
of retaining the kick-about area.  Although there were 250 signatures on the petition 
only 74 complied with the council’s petition policy which states that every page of the 
petition should include a clear and concise statement covering the subject of the 
petition.  This was only present on the first page rendering the following signatures 
invalid.

3.6 It is clear that the issue has created tension in the community and a solution which 
will be mutually acceptable to both sides of the argument is preferable.  To impose a 
one sided solution is not likely to be successful or readily accepted by the 
community.

3.7 In order to provide a possible solution and to comply with the council’s petitions 
policy officers have brought this report to seek approval for one of the options 
provided.

4.0 OPTIONS

4.1 Do nothing:-  leave the area as it is.  This will not prevent informal use of the area 
and will not lessen the tension within the community.

4.2 The council take back the responsibility of maintenance for the area as a green 
space area but not as a kick-about area.  Goals would be removed and grass would 
be cut at the end of the year to prevent it becoming scrub land.  Although partially 
solving the problems of balls being kicked over into the garden of number 60 it would 
deprive the community of a valuable green space as demonstrated by the number of 
people signing the petition.

4.3 The council take back responsibility of the area and maintain it as a kick-about area.  
The surface would require some work and the erection of ball stop fence would be 
required as well as planning permission.  The Area is not currently recognised as a 
play area by the council, and the reasons why this option was rejected in 2010 still 
stand today. Unless funding is allocated for reinstatement, fencing and ongoing 



maintenance then this area would become a further burden on the council’s 
resources.

4.4 The council funds or contributes to funding the reinstatement and fencing works and 
a lease or licence agreement be granted to the community for them to maintain it 
themselves.  Initial discussions with the residents indicate this option would be 
favourable although further detailed discussions would be required to include those 
for and against the proposal.  External funding, maintenance obligations and terms of 
the lease or licence will need to be explored and signed prior to the council 
committing resources to the project.

5.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATION(S)

5.1 Estimated costs for each option previously described shown below:-

OPTION DETAIL COST
4.1 Do nothing Nil
4.2 Minimum maintenance £120 per annum
4.3 Maintain as a kick about area,   

Planning permission                   £   460.00
Fencing    27m                            £5,738.00
Reinstatement                             £1,200.00
Annual maintenance                   £   600.00 £7998.00

4.4 Partial funding (reinstatement works but not 
including fence or annual maintenance) £1,660.

6.0 INTEGRATED IMPACT ASSESSMENT

Positive 
Impacts

Negative 
Impacts

Not 
Applicable 

1. Merthyr Tydfil Well-being 
Objectives 4of 4 0of 4 0of 4

2. Sustainable Development 
Principles - How have you 
considered the five ways of 
working:

 Long term
 Prevention
 Integration
 Collaboration
 Involvement

5of 5 0of 5 0of 5

3. Protected Characteristics 
(including Welsh Language) 0of 10 0of 10 10of 10



4. Biodiversity 0of 1 1of 1 0of 1

Summary:

The main positive impacts are …The existing tensions within the community will be 
alleviated and the future of the open space will be secured for the future. 

The main negative impacts are …A small negative impact on biodiversity due to the 
increased maintenance of the area.
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Does the report contain any issue that may impact the Council’s 
Constitution? 

NO

Consultation has been undertaken with the Corporate Management Team in respect 
of each proposal(s) and recommendation(s) set out in this report. 


